
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF WAKE

NORTH CAROLINA ADDICTIONS

SPECIALIST PROFESSIONAL

PRACTICE BOARD,

Petitioner,

BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA

ADDICTIONS SPECIALIST

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE BOARD

EC CASE NO. 865-25

CONSENT ORDER

V.

BERNICE RYANT

(CADC-R No. 27989),

Respondent.

THIS MATTER is before a Panel of the Ethics Committee (the "Panel") of the North

Carolina Addictions Specialist Professional Practice Board (the "Board"), pursuant to Chapter

150B, Article 3A of the North Carolina General Statutes; Chapter 90, Article 5C of the North

Carolina General Statutes, the North Carolina Substance Use Disorder Professional Practice Act;

and Title 21, Chapter 68 of the North Carolina Administrative Code. The Board, with a quorum

present, and Respondent stipulate and agree to the entry of the following Consent Order:

1.

2.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Petitioner Board was established by the North Carolina General Assembly to credential

and regulate substance use disorder professionals in North Carolina, in accordance with

Chapter 90, Article 5C of the North Carolina General Statutes.

Respondent currently is a citizen and resident of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina; and

is neither a minor nor an incompetent person.

3. On May 12, 2011, Respondent was registered before the Board as a Licensed Clinical

Addictions Specialist Registrant ("LCAS-R") (LCAS-R No. 2147), registration for which

expired on May 11, 2016.
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4.

5.

On June 20, 2016, Respondent was again registered before the Board as a Licensed Clinical

Addictions Specialist Registrant (LCAS-R No. 2147). On November 3, 2016, Respondent

reached Licensed Clinical Addictions Specialist Associate status ("LCAS-A”) (LCAS-A

No. 2147). Respondent's registration as an LCAS-R (LCAS-R No. 2147) and Respondent's

LCAS-A credential (LCAS-A No. 2147) both expired on June 19, 2021.

On July 13, 2023, Respondent was registered before the Board as a Certified Alcohol and

Drug Counselor Registrant ("CADC-R") (CADC-R No. 27989), registration for which will

expire on July 12, 2028, if not renewed.

6. On January 10, 2025, Nicholas "Nick" Gange ("Gange") filed a formal ethics complaint

before the Board alleging Respondent failed to provide an e508 form to the North Carolina

Department of Motor Vehicles ("DMV") after providing Drug and Alcohol Classes to

Gange in 2022. The complaint was designated by the Board as Ethics Complaint ("EC")

Case No. 865-25.

7. Upon investigation into EC Case No. 865-25, the Board determined the following:

a. Lewey's DWI Services, LLC ("Lewey's") is a provider offering Driving While

Impaired ("DWI") evaluations, treatment and education in Gastonia, North

Carolina. Respondent is registered before the North Carolina Secretary of State as

the Corporate Program Director for Lewey's.

b. On or about May of 2022, Gange completed Drug and Alcohol classes facilitated

by Respondent at Lewey's.

c. At the time Gange filed the complaint in EC 865-25, on or about January 2025,

Gange was pursuing reinstatement of his driver's license and driving privileges. On
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8.

j. On July 17, 2025, the Board issued invitations to Respondent and Gange inviting

each to meet with the Ethics Committee for interviews on July 31, 2025.

k. On July 31, 2025, the Ethics Committee interviewed Respondent and Gange.

i. Gange reported completing Drug and Alcohol Courses in 2022 at Lewey's

DWI Services, facilitated by Respondent. Respondent reported facilitating

courses at Lewey's DWI Services during the same timeframe.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Gange indicated the e508 form submitted by Respondent to the DMV

included multiple errors, which Respondent failed to correct. This resulted

in a delay in the restoration of Gange's driving privileges.

Gange reported his driving privileges were reinstated on or about January

2025, after someone at the DMV corrected his e508 form. Respondent never

addressed the inaccuracies in the e508 form with the DMV.

Respondent indicated she no longer had access to the e508 system, as

Lewey's DWI Services' DWI privileges were revoked. Lewey's DWI

Services has since closed business.

v. Respondent indicated she is now working in peer support and mental health

and is not using her CADC-R.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Respondent is subject to the North Carolina Addictions Specialist Professional Practice

Act and the rules promulgated pursuant to that Act. The Board has jurisdiction over

Respondent and the subject matter of this proceeding.












